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Log Driver's set

(The Chapeau Boys/The Log Driver's Waltz)

Some local LumberJack songs, one an older, traditional tune, the other quite

newer.

The Chapeau Boys - recognized as the Ottawa Valley's most popular and famous

song. Chapeau lies across the river (and can reached by bridge) from Pemproke,

on Isle-aux-allumettes. The composer, Patrick Gregg, was a local lumber man and

popular fiddler. It is believed that he wrote the song in the Spring of 1884, upon

returning from spending the winter in the bush. Some of the references in the

song should be explained;

- "Early Roses" are a variety of potatoes

- "Turkeys" refers to logger's backpacks, a kind of home-made duffle-bag

- "bones" are castanet-like instruments made from beef or pig ribs

- The Russell Hotel stood on Confederation Square in Ottawa and was, from the

1860's to 1912, the gathering place of Ottawa Society.

The Log Driver's Waltz - Wade Hemsworth has claimed copyright on this song,

however the tune he used is the 'Rustic Dance'. Recorded by Kate and Anna

McGarrigle for animated cartoon "Log Driver's Waltz" by Canada's National Film

Board.
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The Chapeau Boys
(PD) Pat Gregg

(PD - FF Version)
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Playing Notes: we don't generally sing this - just play through twice,

but Lyrics are availalble - see the tunebook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Log Driver's Waltz
Wade Hemsworth (arr. the Fumblin' Fingers)
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              - Intro and bridge: bars 29-31, preferably on a whistle.
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